
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : THURSDAY, 06 NOVEMBER 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU CONDEMNS THE CALLOUS MURDERS OF TWO YOUNG 

DURBAN STUDENTS THIS WEEK IN SEPARATE INCIDENCES. 

KWAZULU–NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, has 

expressed shock and disgust at the heinous murders of two young Durban students who 

were attacked and murdered in two separate incidences in Durban this week. 

In the first incident, on Monday, 3 November 2014, 22-year-old Shivaar Panday, a B-com 

student at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, was apparently on his way to write a test when 

he was killed in an alleged botched smash and grab incident. Bleeding profusely after he 

was allegedly stabbed, Panday drove himself to the Engen garage on North Ridge Road in 

Morningside where he succumbed to his wounds and died. It was suspected that Panday 

was the victim of a smash and grab as his car window had been damaged. 

A day later, Kurtlee Pillay, 20, a student at the Centre for Fine Art Animation and Design in 

Morningside, was stabbed to death after an alleged hijacking in Sydenham. His body was 

riddled with stabbed wounds and abrasions from allegedly being dragged along the road. He 

was found by paramedics but succumbed to his injuries and died in West Riding Row Street 

on Tuesday, 4 November 2014. 

Police have arrested three suspects in connection with the murder of Pillay and 

investigations are ongoing. 

While Mchunu welcomed the swift arrest of three suspects in connection with the murder of 

Pillay, he has strongly condemned the brutal murders and conveyed his heartfelt 

condolences to the family and friends of the deceased. 



“I am extremely shocked by the cruelty of the murders of these two young students 

because it happened during a time when most students are writing exams and in a 

week when I launched Safety Month. I am assured that members of the police are 

working around the clock to ensure that those who are responsible for these two 

callous murders are brought to book as soon as possible,” said MEC Mchunu.  

Mchunu has appealed to anyone with information on the two murders to urgently call the 

police so the suspects can face the full might of the law. He then sent his heartfelt 

condolences to Panday and Pillay families. 
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